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ABSTRACT

ce conflict reconciliation
amines Percy Bysshe
an Association of
iculates both the

My dissertation traces the emergence of a new discourse on non
during the age of the English Romantic poets. Specifically, this pro
Shelley's prose works such as An Address to the Iris
Philanthropists , and the Notes to Queen Mab. Within
philosophy and methodology of nonviolen
impacted the formation of the philosophi
author/activists Henry David Thoreau, Mohan er King, Jr. and Mairead
Maguire. Rather than viewing their onnected events, my
goal is to establish nonviolence as course that begins with Ish writings. Shelley's
recommendations for nonviolerj@&resistance are expressed Thoreau's work as —civil
mporary works of King and
Maguire as -nonviolencg giliati activists there is a commonality
violence discourse is reflective of and
or the enemy as for the friend. Strategies

visionary poets luded Lord Byron; Leigh Hunt; Thomas Love Peacock; and his
own second wife, e author of Frankenstein. Shelley is perhaps best known for such
classic poems as Ozy ias, Ode to the West Wind, To a Skylark, Music, When Soft VVoices Die,
The Cloud and The Masqlie ofAnarchy. His other major works include long, visionary poems such
as Queen Mab (later reworked as The Daemon of the World), Alastor, The Revolt of Islam,
Adonais, the unfinished work The Triumph of Life; and the visionary verse dramas The Cenci
(1819) and Prometheus Unbound (1820).His close circle of admirers, however, included some
progressive thinkers ofthe day, including his future father-in-law, the philosopher William
Godwin. Though Shelley's poetry and prose output remained steady throughout his life, most
publishers and journals declined to publish his work for fear of being arrested themselves for
blasphemy or sedition.
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Shelley did not live to see success and influence, although this reach down to the present day
not only in literature, but in major movements in social and political thought. Shelley became an
idol of the next three or four generations of poets, including important Victorian and Pre-Raphaelite
poets such as Robert Browning and Dante Gabriel Rossetti. He was admired by Oscar Wilde,
Thomas Hardy, George Bernard Shaw, Bertrand Russell, W. B. Yeats, Karl Marx, Upton Sinclair
and Isadora Duncan. Henry David Thoreau's civil disobedience was apparently influenced by
Shelley's non-violence in protest and political action.

Mary Shelley was born Mary Wollstonecraft Godwin in Som
was the second child of the feminist philosopher, educator, and
the first child of the philosopher, novelist, and journalispWilliam Go

own, London, in 1797. She
ary Wollstonecraft, and
\Wollstonecraft died of

A vyear after Wollstonecraft's death, Godwi i i uthor of A
Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1798) mpassionate
tribute. However, because the Memoirs re irs and her illegitimate

and was brought up to cherish
judging from the letters of W urse, Louisa Jones.! But
Godwin was often deeply in debt; children by himself, he cast
about for a second wifg ane Clairmont, a well-educated
woman with two yg ildre nd Claire. Most of Godwin’s friends
and quarrelsome; but Godwin was

substantial s
his problems.
Godwin was save s prison by philosophical devotees such as Francis Place, who
lent him further mone ugh Mary Godwin received little formal education, her father tutored
her in a broad range of subjects. He often took the children on educational outings, and they had
access to his library and to the many intellectuals who visited him, including the Romantic poet
Samuel Taylor Coleridge and the former vice-president of the United States Aaron Burr.l Godwin
admitted he was not educating the children according to Mary Wollstonecraft'sphilosophy as
outlined in works such as A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792), but MaryGodwin
nonetheless received an unusual and advanced education for a girl of the time. She had agoverness,
a daily tutor, and read many of her father's children's books on Roman and Greekhistory in
manuscript. For six months in 1811, she also attended a boarding school in Ramsgate.]
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Her father described her at fifteen as "singularly bold, somewhat imperious, and active of mind.
Her desire of knowledge is great, and her perseverance in everything she undertakes almost
invincible. In June 1812, her father sent Mary to stay with the Dissenting family of the radical
William Baxter, near Dundee, Scotland. To Baxter, he wrote, "l am anxious that she should be
brought up ... like a philosopher, even like a cynic. Scholars have speculated that she may have
been sent away for her health, to remove her from the seamy side of business, or to introduce her
to radical politics. Mary Godwin revelled in the spacious surroundings of Baxter's house and in the
companionship of his four daughters, and she returned north in the summer of 1813 for a further
stay of ten months.

interval between her two stays in Scotland. By the tim a second time on

30 March 1814, Percy Shelley had become estranged fro ularly visiting
Godwin, whom he had agreed to bail out of icularly his
economic views, which he had imbibed fro ad alienated
him from his wealthy aristocratic family: th ditional models of the
landed aristocracy, and he wanted money to schemes
intended to help the disadvanta difficulty gaining access to

money until he inherited his estat
"political justice”. After several m ced that he either could not
or would not pay off al in's : d felt betrayed. Mary and Percy
began meeting each ) 's grave in St Pancras Churchyard, and
they fell in love—sheglia nty-two. To Mary's dismay, her father
i age the "spotless fame" of his daughter.

im wasting it on projects of

antic attachment to my father”, was confused.
aent of her parents' liberal and reformist ideas of the 1790s,

ary Jane Godwin, who had pursued them to Calais, that they did
not wish to return, th travelled to Paris, and then, by donkey, mule, carriage, and foot,
through a France recently ravaged by war, to Switzerland. "It was acting in a novel, being an
incarnate romance,” Mary Shelley recalled in 1826.31 As they travelled, Mary and Percy read
works by Mary Wollstonecraft and others, kept a joint journal, and continued their own writing.
At Lucerne, lack of money forced the three to turn back. They travelled down the Rhine and by
land to the Dutch port of Marsluys, arriving at Gravesend, Kent, on 13 September 1814

Mary Shelley lived a literary life. Her father encouraged her to learn to write by composing
letters, and her favourite occupation as a child was writing stories. Unfortunately, all of Mary's
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juvenilia were lost when she ran off with Percy in 1814, and none of her surviving manuscripts can
be definitively dated before that year. Her first published work is often thought to have been comic
verses written for Godwin's Juvenile Library when she was ten and a half; however, the poem is
attributed to another writer in the most recent authoritative collection of her works.Percy
Shelley enthusiastically encouraged Mary Shelley's writing: "My husband was, from the first, very
anxious that I should prove myself worthy of my parentage, and enroll myself on the page of fame.
He was forever inciting me to obtain literary reputation. Certain sections of Mary Shelley's novels
are often interpreted as masked rewritings of her life. Critics have pointed to the recurrence of the
father—daughter motif in particular as evidence of this auto hical style. For example,
commentators frequently read Mathilda (1820) autobiographicall tifying the three central

characters as versions of Mary Shelley, William Godwi Mary Shelley herself
confided that she modelled the central characters of alian circle. Mary
Shelley employed the techniques of many differe the Godwinian
novel, Walter Scott's new historical novel, i I ovel, made

popular during the 1790s with works such j ‘employed a

novel. However, Shelley critiques
In The Last Man, she uses the p

se Enlightenment ideals tha@&odwin promotesin his works.
sophical form of the Godwjllien novel to demonstrate the
i odvyind vels had shown how rational

individuals could slo Frankenstein demonstrate the

amkenstein. In fact, in the introduction to her letters
pnes wrote, "a collection of the present size could not be

explains, "the fact I cent years scholars have generally regarded Mary Wollstonecraft
Shelley as a result: W Godwin's and Mary Wollstonecraft's daughter who became Shelley's
Pygmalion.” It was not until Emily Sunstein's Mary Shelley: Romance and Reality in 1989 that a
full-length scholarly biography was published. The attemptsof Mary Shelley's son and daughter-
in-law to "Victorianise" her memory by censoring biographical documents contributed to a
perception of Mary Shelley as a more conventional, less reformist figure than her works suggest.
Her own timid omissions from Percy Shelley's works and her quiet avoidance of public controversy
in her later years added to this impression. Commentary by Hogg, Trelawny, and other admirers of
Percy Shelley also tended to downplay Mary Shelley's radicalism. Trelawny's Records of Shelley,
Byron, and the Author (1878) praised
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Percy Shelley at the expense of Mary, questioning her intelligence and even her authorship of
Frankenstein. Lady Shelley, Percy Florence's wife, responded in part by presenting a severely
edited collection of letters she had inherited, published privately as Shelley and Mary in 1882.
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